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A couple of quick trivia questions to start: 
1. Of the 23 Anglican Dioceses in Australia, how many of 

them have BCA Field Staff serving there? 
2. And, in what state is the Diocese of the Murray?
(You can find the answers at the end of this editorial.)
I ask these questions to help focus our attention on the 

ministry of BCA across many parts of Australia, sometimes with 
non-Anglican entities, but primarily with Anglican Dioceses. 
It is also a segue in highlighting recent decisions by the BCA 
Executive – this is where the Diocese of the Murray comes in. 

You would have noticed the focus of our end of year appeal 
is based around our recent decisions to extend and begin 
partnerships with the Dioceses of Central Queensland, Bathurst, 
and The Murray (see page 4). I recently asked the Bishops of 
these dioceses about the importance of partnership with BCA, 
and one of the most valued aspects was prayer support. 

Likewise, I once had another Bishop refer to prayerful BCA 
supporters as “the most effective prayer network in Australia” 
that he was aware of. 

Now I can’t take credit for that, it is certainly a joint effort by 
all of us. But I wanted to raise it now to make two points. 

Firstly, it will take perseverance from all of us to continue 
being a faithful and effective prayer network. Each month I 
generally produce a very short video that focuses on a specific 
region or need for our prayers. This monthly focus is meant to 
complement our Prayer Notes, the PrayerMate app, and daily 
emails. You can view my latest video by scanning the QR code 
found at right.

 Secondly, and this brings me back to where I started, we 
really need your prayers for these new and growing diocesan 
partnerships. It goes without saying that giving financially is 
important to sending people, but prayer covers every aspect 
of these partnerships. Please pray that God might raise up 
people to fill these positions, sustain and equip them while they 
are there, and move in the hearts and minds of those in the 
communities they serve to accept the Good News of Jesus. 

I do hope that you can join me as we go the distance in 
this great adventure. And for those playing along at home the 
answers are 15 and South Australia. But come next year the 
answer to question one will be 16! Thanks be to God.

Greg Harris 
National Director

Editorial 

I once had another 
Bishop refer to 
prayerful BCA 
supporters as “the 
most effective 
prayer network in 
Australia”
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BCA’s mission has always been to 
bring the Good News of Christ to the 
outermost parts of Australia, and we are 
very excited to begin the search for more 
gospel workers for Christ’s harvest field. 

We are looking to fund multiple 
ministry positions across New South Wales, 
Queensland, South Australia, and Western 
Australia, as well as find the people of  
God’s choosing to fill these positions in a 
timely manner. 

In Bathurst, we are looking to fill three 
minister-in-charge vacancies – in Cowra, 
West Wyalong and Cobar. For long-term 
supporters of BCA, Cobar may ring a bell. 
It’s the second place that a BCA ‘missioner’ 
was sent to. The Reverend Reg Hawkins 
used to travel the parish on a motor bike. 
While having a motor bike licence isn’t 
a requirement for a minister in Cobar 
102 years later, the same grace, grit, and 
gumption is! 

Emerald and Blackwater in the Diocese 
of Central Queensland is another location 
where we are looking to support a minister-
in-charge. BCA first supported Blackwater 
in 1971 and today a minister-in-charge will 
enable the continuation and expansion 
of ministries which proclaim Christ and 
strengthen the community.

The current BCA-supported parish of 
Kununurra in Western Australia is seeking a 
Children’s and Youth Worker to strengthen 
their Kids’ Church. Daniel Faricy has also 

told us that there’s a really good opportunity 
for Indigenous ministry amongst the youth 
in Wyndham, located around 85 kilometres 
away from Kununurra. 

And finally, the Aboriginal Evangelical 
Fellowship. Here we have already identified a 
First Nations Ministry Trainer to work across 
Indigenous congregations. This person will 
develop training resources, establish prayer 
& support groups and identify people with 
the potential take up ministry roles and 
facilitate discipleship. 

“Can you pray, and consider giving, 
so that the Gospel can be preached to 
the least, the last and the lost in rural, 
regional and remote Australia?” says 
National Director Greg Harris. “To fully 
embrace these new opportunities, we 
need your help to reach our $180,000 
goal.” 

“Please pray that the Lord will raise up 
gospel workers to come among us,” says 
Bishop Mark Calder, from the Diocese 
of Bathurst. “We need people with the 
pioneering spirit of years gone by who are 
willing to make the sacrifices involved in 
leaving cities and families behind –  
except today – the roads are all sealed  
and communication back home way easier! 
Please pray that the Lord will open  
people’s eyes to see the fields which are  
ripe for harvest!”

Janine van den Tillaart

Seeking more gospel workers
for the harvest field
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New ministry family  
for Norfolk Island

In wonderful news for Norfolk Island, 
Laurie & Rebecca Carleton, together 
with their children Olivia, Claudia and 
Harry, will commence ministry at its 
Church of England early next year. The 
Carletons will continue the work of the 
Fell family who concluded their almost 
seven years of service on Norfolk Island 
in October. 

Laurie & Rebecca have always known 
Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. They have 
served Him through leading Bible studies, 
one on one ministries, hospitality and being 
involved in children’s, youth, camp and 
music ministries. As a CMS missionary kid, 
Rebecca has always understood 
the great gospel need in our 
own backyard and beyond. 

Laurie is currently completing 
his final year of a Bachelor of 
Divinity at Moore College and 
working as a student minister 
at St Paul's Anglican Church, 
Canterbury and Hurlstone Park. 
In his role of student minister, 
Laurie is involved in preaching, 
service leading, Bible reading, as 
well as prayers and welcoming 
at all three services. He is also a 
midweek Bible study leader and has roles in 
pastoral care, children’s ministry, streaming 
& AV ministry, and music ministry. Rebecca 
is studying an Advanced Diploma of Bible, 
Mission & Ministry, also at Moore College. 

“Rebecca and I believe we have been 
called to serve in less resourced areas 
with a great gospel need,” says Laurie. 
“As a family we have a desire to take the 
message of Christ's saving work to people 
who do not yet know Jesus and encourage 
other Christians in their walk with Christ, 

doing so in areas that others might not 
feel comfortable serving due to the remote 

nature of the location.
“I have been told one of my 

gifts is in community building. I 
believe this is because God has 
given me a good ability to relate 
to others at their level. I look 
forward to using this gift during 
my time on Norfolk Island.”

Bishop Malcolm Richards 
(Diocese of Sydney Bishop 
for International Relations) 
will induct Laurie as Minister 
(Chaplain) on Norfolk Island on 
Sunday 30 January 2022. Greg 

Harris plans to commission both Laurie & 
Rebecca as BCA Field Staff at the same 
service.

Please pray for Laurie, Rebecca, Olivia, 
Claudia and Harry as they conclude their 
service at St Paul's and prepare to move to 
Norfolk Island.

As a family we 
have a desire to 
take the message 
of Christ's saving 
work to people 
who do not yet 
know Jesus and 
encourage other 
Christians in their 
walk with Christ
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Community engagement 
bears fruit on King Island

A growing congregation, a thriving youth 
group and upcoming Alpha courses for 
youth and adults are just some of the fruit 
that Chris & Wendy Thiele are seeing from 
their ministry on King Island. 

When the Thieles arrived on the Island in 
2018, there had been no full-time minister for 
three and a half years, and the church didn’t 
have such a great name. Chris & Wendy had 
to break down barriers and one of the first 
steps was to get involved in the community. 

“King Island is a totally different ministry to 
anywhere I’ve ever been,” says Chris. “To be 
seen and to be involved is a really important 
part of the work, in fact it’s vital. People come 
to King Island to work and one of the real 
drawcards is community. Because you can’t 
drive to a city or to entertainment, community 
becomes more important. You get involved, 
you get trusted and then you get valued. And 
the bonus is, that it can also be a lot of fun.”

Chris & Wendy have used their God-given 
gifts to become involved in the community. 
Chris is the Island’s unofficial photographer. 
Not only does he take photographs for one of 
its biggest events – the football grand final, 
he was also commissioned to take photos 
for the Island’s postcards and calendar. Chris 
judges the photographic competition at the 
King Island Show and has taught photography 
in the school. He is also involved in the Men’s 
Shed (and the poster boy for its brochure) as 
well as regularly heading out fishing on his 
boat (see photo of Bishop Richard Condie 
catching his first ever fish). “The fact that 
I have a boat and like to fish has won me 
a lot of brownie points with guys in the 
community," says Chris. "Apparently it doesn’t 
line up with their logic about a priest!” 

Wendy runs craft gatherings in the pub 
and is part of a trivia group that runs events 
there too. She is also a talented musician and 

Above: Wendy at the Southern most point of  
King Island; Kids performing at church;  
Wendy leading the school choir

Opposite: Chris fixing the church sign;  
Bishop Condie and his first ever catch!
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Community engagement 
bears fruit on King Island

singer, and coordinates the school choir. 
Each ANZAC Day Wendy and her choir sing 
at the Dawn Service and at Christmastime 
they do carolling in the community. 

“By going into the school, the teachers, 
principal and kids have got to know us, 
and the school promotes our youth group 
in their bulletin,” says Chris. “This is 
another reason why it’s so important to 
build up really good relationships.”

The school on King Island goes from 
Prep to Grade 12 and has about 200 kids. 
And after some time of planning, the 
church started a youth group for Grades 
7–9 this year. “There had been no youth 
group or youth event of any kind on the 
Island for many years,” says Chris. “I have 
been getting great feedback. We get 
about 16 kids each fortnight but there are 
about 25 on the books. For a very small 
community that is a very high percentage.” 

Youth group has given Chris & Wendy 
some great opportunities with the kids  
who are mostly non-churched, and quite 
a few have expressed interest in doing a 
youth Alpha course. “Having run youth 
groups over the years I find that if you can 
get to the kids from Years 7–9 and present 
a powerful five-minute God spot each  
week, it’s amazing how many kids come to 
Jesus Christ.”

In terms of church, Chris & Wendy run 
their regular communion service but have 
instituted an alternative church service that 
people can bring kids and non-churched 
people to. This came off the back of a very 
popular Kids’ Church Service last Christmas 
and has now become the largest service 
of the month. Chris does things to make it 
fun and recently hosted Pancake Sunday, 
and when the story of the magician came 
up during a series on Acts, ‘Magnificent 
Chris’ did magic tricks! 

So what advice does Chris have 
for those who are working in a small 
community or thinking about moving to 
do ministry in a small community? “I think 
Ministers have to be involved in one group 
that has nothing to do with the church. 
You keep more earthed and hear what 
people are really thinking. This helps build 
relationships with non-churched people. 
You need to be able to ask the right 
questions and then you can eventually 
ask them if they would like to know more 
about Jesus.”

Janine van den Tillaart
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A bright light of hope in Mallacoota

Nearly two years on from the 
devastating bushfires of 2019/2020 
Mallacoota continues to face challenges 
with housing availability and trauma 
recovery, but ministry goes on with Jude 
& Andy Benton reaching out to their 
community and providing a bright light 
of hope through the gospel of Christ. 

Jude & Andy have been part of the 
Mallacoota & Cann River 
communities for three and a 
half years now (1.5 supported 
by BCA). They have recently put 
down roots, buying a property 
which has allowed the manse to 
be leased in what is a very tight 
rental market. 

Moving from bushfire 
recovery to pandemic has 
created challenges for face-
to-face ministry, but God has 
opened doors for Jude to 
continue preaching through 
radio church. She was given the opportunity 
to do a weekly radio broadcast during the 
first lockdown in 2020 and returned to the 
airwaves in 2021 during lockdown number 
five in Victoria. During her weekly spot Jude 

has worked through the book of James 
and even used books by Dr Seuss to set 
the scene. Last year she spoke a lot about 
bushfire recovery using the resurrection 
narrative. “I’ve tried to make it relevant,” 
says Jude. “We play four or five songs that 
are upbeat and have a time of prayer for 
the community, the wider world and we 
finish with the Lord’s Prayer.”

Jude is usually on the air for about 40 
minutes each week. The live 
radio broadcast continues to be 
a wonderful form of outreach 
as there are many listeners who 
do not usually come to church, 
and it also reaches those who 
are unable to attend church  
due to age or a decline in 
health. One of her weekly 
listeners is Jude’s partner on the 
radio, Don, who happens to be 
an atheist. 

“As my friend and one of 
the radio’s DJ’s, Don was the 

first one I rang when I was told I needed 
a presenter to run radio church with me,” 
says Jude. “He has partnered with me for 
every one of our now 50 radio church 
services. (Current at the time of interview). 

Mallacoota is a 
great place to be. 
I believe a selling 
point for remote 
and rural ministry 
is this… if you 
have to live out a 
pandemic, this is 
not a bad place to 
do it
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A bright light of hope in Mallacoota

When we went back to face-to-face church 
last Christmas, Don kept that morning 
spot, with a service called ‘This is not radio 
church’ so if I ever needed to come back, 
he would be there for me, and as soon 
as restrictions occurred again, we were 
back on air together. When the songs are 
playing, we get a chance to talk about 
what I’ve been speaking about. It’s a great 
outreach not only to Don but to all the 
non-church goers who mention in passing 
that they’ve heard the service and they liked 
‘this or that’. I love doing radio church." 

Recently the station began broadcasting 
live on www.3mgb.org.au and so people 
in Cann River and further afield can 
now listen. Jude was blessed to receive 
encouragement from one faithful BCA 
prayer supporter who tuned in one Sunday 
from locked-down Melbourne and really 
enjoyed the program.

Zoom has become a much-used resource 
during lockdown and Mallacoota is no 
stranger to it. Recently Jude & Andy hosted 
an Op Shop online zoom party. Jude 
modelled outfits and Andy videoed her on 
Zoom. “It was a wonderful opportunity for 
connection & laughter, and a good mix of 
community and church people attended. 

And people are keen to do it again.” 
A big project that has been in the works 

for some time is the Cann River Reflection 
Garden, being headed up by Scripture 
Union sponsored catalyst worker, Kate 
Cowden. The garden will provide what 
is currently the missing link in a walkway 
where people stop for a break where 
the Monaro and Princes Highways meet. 
Generous donations to this project came 
from two Anglican schools in Melbourne, 
and applications have been made to 
Anglicare and Zoos Victoria. “We’re 
working with Landcare, the community 
centre and one of the local Indigenous 
elders to build something that the 
Indigenous community can utilise and that 
can also be used for outdoor services.” 

Please pray for Jude & Andy as they 
continue serving Christ in Mallacoota and 
Cann River, especially as they continue 
reaching out into the community. 
“Mallacoota is a great place to be. I believe 
a selling point for remote and rural ministry 
is this… if you have to live out a pandemic, 
this is not a bad place to do it.”

Janine van den Tillaart
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Many reasons to rejoice in Kununurra

With a growing Sunday morning 
congregation, a search for a new 
Children’s and Youth Worker and an 
extension of two years on their time in 
Kununurra, there are many reasons to 
rejoice for Daniel & Bec Faricy. 

Now in their fourth year in 
Kununurra, the Faricy family 
have been so excited to see 
growth in their morning service, 
even though they lost one-
third of their congregation last 
year when people moved away 
during the pandemic. “We 
lost 17 adults and a bunch of 
kids,” says Daniel. “That was 
noticeable at the end of last 
year but this year it has picked 
up again and is continuing to 
grow. We’ve had a few new 
families move into town and 
join us and the other week we 
had 45 kids at Kids’ Church – that  
was crazy!”

On a regular Sunday St James’ has 
about 50 adults and 30 children in church. 
Any bigger and they will need to look at a 
second morning service – a great dilemma 
to have. Many families have joined after 

their kids said they were keen to come  
to church. 

“When we got here, I made it clear that 
we valued kids in the service,” explains 
Daniel. “I did that by having a regular kids' 
spot or a kids’ song – to communicate 
each week that the kids are valuable and 

important to God. The kids 
spend about 25 to 30 minutes 
in church before going to their 
own program. Adults love this, 
they say ‘I feel comfortable 
bringing my kids, they can 
make a noise and I don’t feel 
out of place – not everyone is 
looking at me saying shhh’.”

In terms of future plans, 
Greg Harris recently announced 
that BCA is looking to partner 
with the Diocese of North West 
Australia to find and fund a 
Children’s and Youth Worker for 
Kununurra. “I’m really excited 

about this,” says Daniel. “Particularly to 
continue to strengthen our Kids’ Church 
but there’s also an opportunity for us to do 
Indigenous ministry amongst the youth in 
Wyndham. I’d love prayer for that.”

Earlier this year Daniel started a new 
initiative, a 5pm church which began really 

I’m really 
grateful for the 
many different 
opportunities 
that God gives. 
Ultimately it all 
comes down to 
the preaching of 
the gospel and the 
spirit of God that 
changes people 
and grows them

Kids enjoying fun in the sun
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well but enthusiasm for the service has 
waned. “At the moment we are small in 
number and I haven’t worked out what 
things will look like moving forward, but 
two of our number are moving home to 
Vanuatu,” says Daniel. “It hasn’t been the 
total good news story I was hoping for, 
but it has been valuable, as I’ve been able 
to minister to a whole different range of 
people and learnt a lot in the process. I still 
think it’s got potential and if I do call it a 
day, I will then have a look at how I could 
do things differently, and how to encourage 
more people to come along, and see where 
that leads us.”

Apart from the larger group ministries, 
Daniel & Bec run Bible studies mid-week; 
a mixed group on Tuesday nights and a 
ladies’ group on Wednesday mornings. 

Daniel also meets one-to-one with people 
to read the Bible, something he really 
enjoys. “It’s a great way of helping people 
be established in the word. One of the guys 
I meet with is not yet a Christian. It’s great 
to meet up with him on a regular basis and 
open the Bible. He came along to church 
once and I offered to catch up with him. 
That was the only time he came to church 
but he’s continued meeting with me.”

“I’m really grateful for the many 
different opportunities that God gives. 
Ultimately it all comes down to the 
preaching of the gospel and the spirit of 
God that changes and grows people.” 

Janine van den Tillaart

Many reasons to rejoice in Kununurra

Curry night at church

St James' church camp St James' Church

SUMMER 2021/22 11



Learning on the job in Alice Springs

It has been eleven months since Topher, Chica, Daniel and 
Laura Hallyburton moved to the heart of Australia. As a 
ministry trainee, Topher is learning on the job working 
alongside former Field Staff Kristan Slack. Not only does he 
preach one in three Sundays, Topher also has the amazing 
opportunity to learn from the six other clergy who currently 
worship at the Anglican Church of the Ascension. 

Alice Springs has a population of around 25,000 people and the 
church conducts two services each Sunday, reaches out to the local 
community and also runs services in Tennant Creek (every second 
month) and Yulara (every third month). 

For Topher, there has been a time of transition, getting used 
to being a church-based worker again: “It’s unlike when I worked 
for Scripture Union in Schools Ministry, there is so much flexibility 
around the week, so it requires a lot of organisation, and that forms 
part of my training. No week is the same.” In recent weeks (at 
the time of writing) Topher had helped run a Scripture Union Kids’ 
Program, spoken at the BCA Victoria Spring Lunches, preached in 
church, and visited the local prison. 

A ‘regular’ week starts off for Topher with a two-hour meeting 
each Monday where he and Kristan discuss the Sunday past and the 
Sunday to come. They also meet again during the week to talk big 
picture ministry and make plans. 

“It has been great to share life and ministry with Kristan 
& Kath,” says Topher. “They have been very encouraging and 
welcomed us into family life. We have a meal together with the kids 
once a fortnight and the adults catch-up fortnightly for coffee. The 
kids also go to the same school and play at the same soccer club. 
What is exciting for Alice, is that it is the first time in the history of 

Left to right:
The Hallyburtons and 
the Slacks

Topher and Chica are 
commissioned to serve 
with BCA in Alice 
Springs: L-R: Bishop 
Greg Anderson, Greg 
Harris, Topher & Chica 
with Kristan Slack

The Hallyburton family 
with Topher's parents 
and Chica's mother
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Learning on the job in Alice Springs

the church that the rector has young kids, and the Sunday School 
has grown because of this.” 

Outreach ministry takes the form of visits to the prison and the 
hospital. Each of the seven churches in Alice Springs take turns in 
going to the prison and running services there. 

“At the prison, services are optional, but we get a lot of men 
coming to listen,” explains Topher. “We hold short services in 
different areas of the prison. This past Sunday Kristan used the 
same passage he preached at church but cut it down to a five-
minute message. We also had a couple of songs, and a few prayers 
at the end. While only five women came to listen in their section, in 
the other two services, over 35 men came.” 

In the near future, Topher will have the opportunity to start 
visiting some of the Aboriginal Camps in Alice Springs. Hiley, a 
member of the church and clergyman, originally hails from Papua 
New Guinea but has lived and worked in Alice Springs for 20 years. 
Indigenous people make up about 18 per cent of the population 
in Alice Springs and Hiley does much work with them, visiting the 
camps each Sunday evening for a meal and fellowship. 

Alice Springs is proving a great training ground for Topher and 
he looks forward to learning on the job over the next two years. “I 
am very excited that BCA is training people in remote locations,” 
says Topher. “We weren’t looking forward to moving back to a big 
city and it was wonderful that this role was an option for us. As 
BCA continues to support us and looks to support other people into 
the future, I can definitely see the benefit for the Kingdom.”

Janine van den Tillaart

I am very excited 
that BCA is 
training people in 
remote locations...
As Bush Church 
Aid continues to 
support us and 
looks to support 
other people into 
the future, I can 
definitely see  
the benefit for  
the Kingdom
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Matthew and Laura Chapman 
Living at University

Going to university for the first time can be an exciting 
but daunting prospect, especially when you’re moving 
away from home to study. One of the big questions 
students from regional areas ask is ‘Where should I 
live?’. Matthew and Laura Chapman, well-loved members 
of the BCA community, have each moved from Darwin in 
recent years to study at university in Sydney, and both 
have valued their experiences of living in residential 
accommodation run by Christian organisations. 

Matt moved to Sydney in 2019 when he began his 
Bachelor of Engineering/Bachelor of Science at the University 
of New South Wales. He knew he wanted to live on campus 
but it wasn’t because he found the idea of college life 
particularly appealing – in fact, he imagined college as just 
a ‘building with rooms’. He applied to New College on a 
friend’s recommendation and the vibrancy of the community 
– especially in O Week – came as a big surprise! Matt is now 
enjoying his third year at New College and has been elected 
President of the New College Christian Fellowship.

Laura moved to Sydney at the start of 2021 and spent 
four months living at Arundel House while she studied 
occupational therapy at the University of Sydney. Although 
she has since moved home to Darwin due to the COVID-19 
outbreak, the months Laura spent at Arundel House were a 
great encouragement to her. Meeting other Christians her 
age was part of what made the move to Sydney so exciting.

New College and Arundel House are open to people 
of all faiths and none, and both Matt and Laura have 
appreciated living in such diverse communities. But they 
have also seen the benefits of living in communities that 
are founded on Christian faith and values. Matt has learnt 
much from seeing the Christian life modelled up close by his 
friends, and Laura has made strong friendships that help her 
to keep living for Jesus.

New College and Arundel House are members of the 
‘Living at University’ group, which also includes New College 
Postgraduate Village, Morling Residential College, Barneys 
Terraces, Robert Menzies College, and St Martin’s College 
Wagga Wagga. These student accommodation providers 
are committed to the formation of young people through 
Christian ethos, community, safety, and pastoral care. 
Scholarships are available. To find out more, go to  
www.kcc.org.au/livingatuni.

Laura, Oliver, Felicity and  
Matthew Chapman
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Happy Birthday to everyone born in December, 
January and February! All of us at BCA for Kids wish 
you God’s richest blessings on your special day. 

December

Daniel P

David N

Emilie C

Rhianna C

June L

Oliver V

January
Eva W
Zoe F
Jared L
Charlotte A
Lola T

February

Mackenzie C

Joseph C

Elijah M

Gina S

Lachlan M

Sarah T
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Without a doubt the Christmas season and all the lead up is my 
favourite time of the year, and how much more this year! What a time 
to celebrate the season of hope and Jesus Immanuel, at a time when 
the world has such need of hope, togetherness, and needing to know 
we are not alone. 

For me all the preparations really begin in October, when I put the 
pudding mix in my Christmas jar to soak while I play Christmas Carols. 
In November I make sure I have all the lights and decorations I need 
and get little presents for my family. 

Then when December hits it is game on! I have ZERO chill about 
Christmas. My family have an advent tradition where we do something 
fun together every day and read a Bible verse. It starts with putting the 
tree up (that we have cut down ourselves at the Christmas tree farm) 
while Carols are playing, and we share our favourite festive foods. We 
go on lights drives, bake Christmas goodies, go to outdoor carols, we 
attend a million end of year parties and concerts and I love every single 
second of it!

As Christmas Carols play in all the supermarkets and shopping 
centres, I feel like hope is woven into the air, whispers of the real 
meaning of Christmas declared to the whole world, God came to be 
with us, Immanuel – He is here. He is not far off and distant, He came 
as a baby, in a small town to save the whole world. Hope is not far off; 
hope is real and His name is Jesus. 

How do you celebrate Jesus at Christmas time? What is your 
favourite thing to do when you celebrate? Write in to share with us, we 
would love to hear from you – BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au

Rachel Dirks

The most wonderful time of the year 

For to us a child is born, to 

us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon His 

shoulder, and His name shall 

be called Wonderful Counsellor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.  
Isaiah 7:14
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Birth of Jesus Foretold  
Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month after 
Elizabeth had become 
pregnant, God sent the angel 
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee. He was sent to a 
virgin. The girl was engaged 
to a man named Joseph. He 
came from the family line of 
David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. The angel greeted 
her and said, “The Lord has 
blessed you in a special way. 
He is with you.”

Mary was very upset 
because of his words. She 
wondered what kind of 
greeting this could be. But the angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary. God is very 
pleased with you. You will become pregnant 
and give birth to a son. You must call him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High God. The Lord God 
will make him a king like his father David of 
long ago. The Son of the Most High God will 
rule forever over his people. They are from 
the family line of Jacob. That kingdom will 
never end.”

“How can this happen?” Mary asked the 
angel. “I am a virgin.”

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit 
will come to you. The power of the Most 
High God will cover you. So the holy one 
that is born will be called the Son of God. 
Your relative Elizabeth will have a child 
even though she is old. People thought she 
could not have children. But she has been 
pregnant for six months now. That’s because 
what God says will always come true.”

“I serve the Lord,” Mary answered. “May 
it happen to me just as you said it would.” 
Then the angel left her.

Word Search
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Break O’Day

Brisbane 

Sydney 

Melbourne 
 

Adelaide 

Lightning Ridge 

Roxby Downs 

Hobart 

King Island 

Kangaroo Island Strathfieldsaye

Perth 

West Pilbara

Norfolk Island

Sunraysia Sth 

Mudgee
Gulargambone

Broken Hill

Coober Pedy 

Longreach

Cloncurry

Moranbah

Kununurra 

Darwin

Newman Exmouth

Woolgoolga

Barwon District

BrightonSouthern Beaches

Nungalinya College

Bluff Point

Jindabyne

Bendigo

Kyabram

Ashtonfield

Croajingolong

Yeppoon

Central Mallee

Alice Springs

Bathurst

Dubbo

BCA MONEY BOXES
Kids give great support to BCA, and 
every dollar you put in the box is a 
dollar which goes to help tell people 
about Jesus! Thanks to our wonderful  
young supporters!

I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF BCA FOR KIDS 
If you are between the ages of 8 & 12, simply fill out the slip below and return to:

BCA FOR KIDS GPO Box 5389 Sydney NSW 2001 OR

Email your info to: BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au

Every member receives a welcome letter, a welcome certificate and a cap. 

Name: __________________________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver: __________________________________________________

Age: _______________________ Birthday: _____________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________ Boy or Girl: ___________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

Which church do you go to? __________________________________________

18 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



Christian Fellowship Tours/BCA 2022

Tasmania in Springtime
15 days departing 24 October 2022 (with an option to 
visit King Island after the main tour has concluded)

Celebrate springtime as we glory in God’s creation.  
A wonderful tour taking in the very best of Tasmania,  
from historic cities and towns to the wilderness of the West 
Coast and beauty of the North East. Enjoy World Heritage 
sites and National Parks plus connect with BCA and other 
like-minded people. 

Connect with like-minded people for fun, faith & fellowship

For more information or to book 
visit christianfellowshiptours.com or call 1300 635 358

Norfolk Island
Departing 28 February 2022  
This eight-day tour includes:
• An Island Discovery Tour 
• A visit to Fletcher’s Mutiny Cyclorama
• A tour of historical Georgian settlement Kingston
• A visit to Hilli Goat Farm
• A wonderland by night tour
• A glass bottom boat ride
• Foundation Day celebrations including evening prayer  

and singalong
• The chance to meet new Norfolk Island Field Staff the 

Carleton family

North West Australia (NWA)
First tour departing 20 August 2022 
Three options: 15,18, or 29 days

CFT NWA tours offer an opportunity to explore, enjoy and 
experience unique areas and connect with local people. 
• 15 days – Darwin to Broome 
• 18 days – Broome to Perth (Coral Coast)
• 29 days – Darwin to Perth which includes visits to 

Kakadu National Park, The Kimberley, Broome, The 
Pilbara, The Pinnacles, Monkey Mia and & six cruises
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Highlights of my time with BCA

By now most of you reading this article 
will be aware that after four years as 
Regional Officer for NSW and the ACT 
I am leaving BCA. From early next year 
I will take up a part-time role with The 
Centre for Ministry Development at 
Moore Theological College.

The past four years, COVID restrictions 
notwithstanding, have been a great delight, 
and full of amazing joy. As someone who 
had admired and prayed for the work 
of BCA for many years, the opportunity 
to serve as the leader of the NSW/ACT 
Regional Team and as a part of the Senior 
Officers Team was in many ways a dream 
come true.

It’s a challenge for me to reflect on the 
highlights of this past four years, both in 
terms of the sheer number of them, and 
secondly, because of the difficulty I have in 
trying to work out which of them shine the 
brightest for me. But here goes anyway…

Highlight number one, and the best, 
biggest, and brightest one of them all, 
shouldn’t be a surprise to any of us. The 
gospel of Jesus works! As His gospel 
is proclaimed, in churches, in homes, 
and wherever else His people take the 

opportunity to introduce people to Him, so 
by His Holy Spirit God is at work to save 
people and grow His kingdom – Praise God! 
Moreover, not only has it been a great joy 
to see God at work growing His kingdom, 
it’s also been such a joy and delight to see 
God’s people grow as His word is faithfully 
taught and lived out by our Field Staff.

Second, I am so encouraged and excited 
to see BCA’s focus on the raising up of 
Indigenous followers of Jesus to work and 
lead for Jesus among our First Nations 
People. For way too long our white fella 
mob has continued to treat our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters, and Indigenous people 
in general, in ways that are reminiscent 
of our colonial heritage. We have not 
recognised either the richness nor the 
diversity of Indigenous cultures and the 
need for gospel ministry to be by those 
who best understand and are able to work 
in those cultures. So a big shout out to our 
Indigenous Field Staff and our Field Staff 
working with Indigenous people. I count it a 
great privilege to have walked with you for 
a time.

Third, what a wonderful, prayerful, 
incredibly generous bunch our supporters 
are! Being a part of BCA has meant being 
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Highlights of my time with BCA

part of what I suspect is the one of the 
larger, if not the largest prayer network in 
our nation. Better yet has been seeing God 
answer those faithful prayers.

Fourth, what an amazing organisation 
BCA is. To be part of a team who, every 
day in our Sydney office, begins the day 
in prayer; to have a board, who include 
prayer interspersed through every meeting; 
to have colleagues who are doing life and 
ministry together, warts and all, and who 
are passionate about the mission of Jesus in 
the bush; has been a wonderful experience. 
I want to single out my NSW/ACT team: 
Emma, Rachel and Phil; thank you so much 
for the privilege of serving alongside you. 
It is easy to lead a team of people like 
yourselves. May God continue to bless you 
richly as He works in and through you.

Last of all, I am both grateful to God, 
and amazed at the work He has done in 
me personally. My heart for those who live 
in rural, regional and remote Australia has 
grown. I want to say to the many faithful 
followers of Jesus I have met and been 
encouraged by, that I am humbled and 
also uplifted by your faithfulness, ingenuity, 
energy and sheer perseverance as you serve 
Jesus in the bush. I have likewise been 

encouraged and humbled by the faithful 
perseverance of our Field Staff, and their 
commitment to serve the gospel of Jesus, 
not simply in remote locations, but also 
through those very difficult seasons that 
come to all of us in vocational ministry. I  
will count continuing to pray for you all a 
great joy!

While taking up a new opportunity to 
serve our Lord Jesus in a different role was 
not an easy decision, Michelle and I are 
confident that the good work God has been 
doing in and through BCA will continue to 
bring Him glory.

Ted Brush 
NSW/ACT Regional Officer (2018–2021)

Above: Ted (centre) with former NSW/ACT staff 
member Larissa Simpkins and National Director  
Greg Harris; Ted with Indigenous Ministry Officer 
Neville Naden

Opposite: At James Daymond's commissioning in 
Mudgee. L–R: Bishop of Bathurst Mark Calder, Rector 
of Mudgee Jono Williams, James and Ted
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CONGRATULATIONS
Kurt & Bec Langmead together with June, Arthur, Lydia and 
Jeremiah welcomed Timothy Peter Langmead to the world on 
Saturday 21 August 2021 at Dubbo Base Hospital. Timothy 
weighed in at 4.73 kilograms or 10 pounds and 7 ounces!

Jacob & Sarah Kelly welcomed their first child Theodore James 
on Sunday 10 October 2021. Theodore weighed 3.1 kilograms 
or six pounds and 13 ounces. 

Former BCA Field Staff Alan McMahon (Quorn 1963–1967) 
and John Wyndham (Ceduna/Minnipa/Tarcoola/Norseman, 
1963–1967) celebrate the 60th anniversary of their ordination as 
priests on 17 December 2021.

WELCOME
Laurie & Rebecca Carleton, together with their children 
Olivia, Claudia and Harry, will commence ministry at the 
Church of England on Norfolk Island next year. Laurie is 
currently completing his final year of a Bachelor of Divinity at 
Moore College and working as a student minister at St Paul's 
Anglican Church, Canterbury and Hurlstone Park. Bishop 
Malcolm Richards will induct Laurie as Minister (Chaplain) on 
Norfolk Island on Sunday 30 January 2022 and Greg Harris will 
commission both Laurie & Rebecca as BCA Field Staff at the 
same service.

The BCA National Council welcomed some new members 
in 2021 including (below, L-R) ex Field Staff Jodi Chapman, 
Gemma Kleywegt (who you can read about on page 26), 
Shemira Jeevaratnam & Michael Stuart. 

Post & Rails
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Post & Rails

ON THE MOVE
The Queensland/NNSW Office has recently moved into a new 
office. They are now sharing a space at Sunnybank Anglican 
Church to the south of the Brisbane CBD. 

At the end of November, Steven & Caitlin Klouth are moving 
to Bathurst to continue their training at All Saints Anglican 
Cathedral. The Klouths will primarily work to grow the new 
contemporary service at the Cathedral.

In early 2022 Jacob, Sarah & Theodore Kelly will move to serve 
in the parishes of Kyabram and Tongala/Stanhope in the Diocese 
of Bendigo. Jacob will work alongside The Revd Peter Downes to 
provide leadership, care and nurture in the parishes. This move is 
part of the natural development of Jacob as a student minister.

FAREWELL
After nine years on Kangaroo Island, Brad, Joh, Jemima, 
Gabriella & Evangeline Henley have concluded their service 
with BCA. Brad is now the Associate Minister at the Anglican 
Church of Noosa on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. In his new 
role Brad has a particular focus on the congregation of Peregian 
which seeks to engage with young families who have settled in 
the surrounding newly established suburbs.

NSW/ACT Regional Officer Ted Brush will leave BCA in early 
2022 to take up a part-time role in the Centre for Ministry 
Development at Moore Theological College. Please pray for Ted 
& Michelle as they look towards next year, and for the Field Staff 
in the NSW/ACT region who Ted has supported during his time 
in the role.

WA Regional Officer Rob Healy will conclude his service with 
BCA at the end of January 2022. Rob has served 17 of the last 
21 years with BCA in Western Australia – as assistant minister 
in Karratha/Dampier, on the BCA WA Regional Committee 
and National Executive, and then as the state's regional officer. 
Please pray for Rob and Kaye as they start a new chapter in  
their ministry.
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From the Archives

Former National Director Brian Roberts 
and his wife Denyse have in recent 
years played a part in the establishment 
of The Village Church in Jindabyne 
as well as being members of its 
congregation. The article on Jindabyne 
in the Spring 2021 edition of The Real 
Australian, plus news of a link between 
The Village Church and Figtree Anglican 
in Wollongong brought back some 
wonderful memories…

Our hearts leapt when we heard that 
Figtree Parish, a strong BCA supporter from 
way back, was linking with us at Jindabyne. 

Figtree’s connection with Bush Church 
Aid goes back to The Revd Bruce Woolcott 
who went to Port Hedland when the 
mining boom was getting traction in the 
early 1960’s. When Bruce returned from 
the Field, he attended Figtree Parish and 
BCA support was firmly established. 

Before heading to Port Hedland Bruce 
was a curate at St John's Parramatta and St 
Anne’s Merrylands and became friends with 
Denyse’s family who lived and worshiped 
at their branch churches. After being 
recruited by BCA, the Woolcotts had to 
travel to Perth by train, pick up the BCA 

car and drive to Hedland. Their belongings 
had to go by coastal steamer and required 
things to be packed in shipping trunks. 
They borrowed one such trunk from 
Denyse’ family. We still have that trunk, 
and it serves as a reminder of the harsh 
conditions early BCA missioner families had 
to endure. Such a small number of personal 
belongings were allowed.

Of course, to mention Figtree one 
needs to acknowledge Leonie Burgess’ 
long support of BCA. Leonie is a long-time 
parish mission secretary, BCA Box secretary 
and member of the NSW Committee 
and BCA Executive. As our family were 
preparing to head to Zeehan with BCA 
in the late 1970’s, we were linked with 
Figtree Parish. Leonie was most supportive 
and invited us home on many occasions. 
I visited the Parish several times as Field 
Staff and of course in my role as NSW State 
Secretary. The Parish even hosted regional 
rallies for BCA. Over time the Rectors 
changed, and the congregation outgrew 
their building, but their BCA interest 
remained strong. 

I recall pressing Rector Rod Irvine for a 
deputation. Rod was a friend from college 
and had some very progressive ministry 
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From the Archives

plans for that time. Under his ministry the 
Parish moved into a new era of dynamic 
preaching, congregational growth, and 
targeted missional focus. Giving to mission 
in a general unspecified way was coming to 
an end, mission priorities were determined 
by the Parish.

I didn’t give up and continued to 
press for a deputation. It was granted on 
the condition that it had to be creative, 
biblically focused and address the readings 
given to me. I was NOT to ask for money. 
The passage I was given was the parable 
of the talents (Matthew 25:14–30). Gold 
$1 coins had been introduced and paper 
$1 notes were being withdrawn, but 
still currency. I persuaded the then office 
manager, Jim Gosbee, to allow me to buy 
200 uncirculated one-dollar notes. I printed 
an envelope with the challenge to generate 
more for mission and enclosed a $1 note 
in each.

My sermon opened with ‘I have not 
come to ask for money but to give each of 
you some of BCA’s money’. I handed out 
the envelopes and preached my heart out 
on the passage. Some rose to the occasion 
and produced many more dollars over the 
following months, some were horrified and 

just returned their dollar or left them on the 
seat. The overall effect of the deputation 
was, I think, positive, and BCA maintained 
a place in Figtree’s mission focus. Though 
some five to six years later I received one 
of my envelopes with the dollar intact. It 
had been forgotten, lost, or hidden; I know 
not. But what I do know is that Figtree 
Parish has been a great BCA supporter for 
many years and this recent very practical 
linking with BCA’s The Village Church at 
Jindabyne is tangible proof of their ongoing 
commitment to see Australians won for 
Jesus Christ.

Brian Roberts 
Former BCA National Director 
(1992–2011)

Opposite: A service at Figtree Anglican
Above: Members of the Figtree congregation serving 
the community
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Councillor's Column

Having grown up in a Christian family and school, 
God was interwoven into many aspects of my life. 
Consequently, there wasn’t a defining moment 
where I came to follow God but rather it has been 
a journey in growing deeper in my understanding 
and knowledge of Him, and in turn closer in my 
relationship and love for Jesus. As I continue to walk 
on this journey, I desire to follow and honour Him in 
everything I do, always striving to be more like Him.

I am married with two children (soon to be three 
with another due in March 2022). I have lived in 
Hobart, Tasmania for most of my life except for a short 
12-month stint in Port Pirie with my husband. We love 
the outdoors; hiking, bike-riding, running, and exploring 
different countries and cultures. We attend Wellspring 
Anglican Church where I serve as Treasurer on the Parish 
Council. In addition, I serve at the Diocese of Tasmania 
on both the Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee, and 
Finance Committee.

From a professional perspective, I have worked with 
KPMG in the audit division for seven years. Working in 
both internal and external audit on a wide variety of 
clients has enabled me to build experience and expertise 
in accounting and risk management. Currently I am 
focusing on being a Mum.

It was through the Diocese of Tasmania that I learnt 
about BCA and the blessing it is to many rural, remote, 
and regional parts of Australia. I am blessed to be able 
to use my experience and skills on the BCA Executive 
Committee, and Finance, Property and Risk Committee. 
I hope that I might be able to help BCA achieve its 
objectives encompassing its vision, strategic plan, and 
resources. However, above all, that God will be working 
through me to help grow His kingdom here on earth. 

Gemma Kleywegt

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2021
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Order for Christmas

BBCA 017B Discounted 2020 Designs

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $4/pack

Newcastle Pudding Lady Traditional Christmas Pudding  
Suitable for microwave

BBCA 312B 500g Pudding $30 BBCA 313B 1kg Pudding $45
 

Christmas Puddings

Newcastle Pudding Lady  
Gluten Free Christmas Pudding  
This pudding contains no wheat and 
uses gluten free breadcrumbs

BBCA 314B 500g $32 

Newcastle Pudding Lady Christmas Cake 

BBCA 315B

700g Cake $40 

Christmas Cards

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2021

BBCA 016B New Designs for 2021

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $5/pack
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BCA Catalogue

Never Too Far, Never Too Few: 
100 Years of Bush Church Aid

This hard cover coffee table book, written by 
Christian writer Robyn Powell looks back at 
the various ministries of BCA over its first  
100 years. 

 BCA 138  Discounted price $20 

 Postage and handling $8.50
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Order form

Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First name  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. 

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

BCA Code Description Qty $ Total

Sub-Total

Packaging and delivery $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:
 Cheque/Money Order  Credit card – please complete details below

        Mastercard   Visa   American Express

 Credit card number

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Expires on __________________________________________________________ 

 Signature ___________________________________________________________
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BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our country, but they 
can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving Program is your opportunity to walk 
alongside them.

The Distance Giving Program gives you the opportunity to support our Field Staff on a 
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer, and receive 
special updates on how your support is making a difference.

Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s  
Distance Giving Program with a monthly donation. 

Ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

 
BPay Biller Code 88203  
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found on  

the back of this magazine above your name and address.

Please process my donation on the ________ day of each month.

 $20  $30  $50  $100  Other: __________

Credit card

 Mastercard  Visa  American Express

 
Credit card number    

Name on credit card ______________________________________________________

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First name  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

Distance Giving Program

BILLER CODE

88203
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Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to reach 
Australia for Christ.

Ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

 
BPay Biller Code 88203  
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found on  

the back of this magazine above your name and address.

 

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

 I would like to donate to General Ministry OR

 I would like a tax deduction

 (A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

I would like to give by:

 Cheque/Money Order  Credit card – please complete details below

       Mastercard  Visa  American Express

 
Credit card number    

Name on credit card _____________________________________________________

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms  First name  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

I would like to receive:
 The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

Donation Form

BILLER CODE

88203
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